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Grant opportunities - changes over time ‘e

Moving away from targeted to competitive

Opening for longer

* Aiming for 4-6 month open periods, where possible

More ‘bunching together’ with common opening/closing periods; avoiding school holidays

Forecasting
* Grant Opportunity Forecast Calendar

* Missions: Expert Advisory Panel develops a Roadmap and Implementation Plan following
national consultation and international review

* Priority Investments: Expert Advisory Panels have developed Research Plans outlining aims and
priority areas for research investment

* Long-COVID/PASC, childhood mental health, primary health, Targeted Translation Research
Accelerator — diabetes and cardiovascular disease

* Consideration of Priority Populations
* Emphasis on inclusion of early- to mid-career researchers, clinician researchers, consumers
* Communication activities
 MRFF CEO webinars, MRFF RAO webinars, Topic-specific webinars, fortnightly newsletter
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2023 MRFF Clinical Trial Activity Grant Opportunity - NOW OPEN ‘et

e $750 million over 10 years from 2022-23 under the MRFF’s Clinical Trials Activity Initiative

objective of this initiative is to increase clinical trial activity in Australia

initiative provides funding to the Rare Cancers, Rare Diseases and Unmet Need priority area

e 2023 Clinical Trial Activity Grant Opportunity opened 25 October, will close 29 May 2024, and will
provide up to $65 million for :

Stream 1: conduct a pilot study to assess the feasibility of a new clinical trial for one or more treatments
and/or management strategies for a rare cancer, rare disease and/or unmet need.

Stream 2: conduct a clinical trial of one or more treatments and/or management-based interventions for
rare cancers, rare diseases and/or unmet need.

Stream 3: conduct a clinical trial that assesses the comparative effectiveness of two or more health
interventions to treat a specific clinical condition, to inform the decisions of policy makers, clinicians, and

consumers regarding healthcare and to minimise the use of unnecessary, ineffective, and harmful health
interventions.

Stream 4: conduct an implementation science trial to identify scalable strategies for reducing the provision
of low value care.
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2023 International Clinical Trial Collaborations ‘e

* Round 2 now open, closes 6 February

* Funding for Australian sites and/or international coordinating centre
for an international clinical trial
* Phase 3 studies
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Increasing MRFF data available $130 million .. ..

80 projects funded
69 through competitive processes

= awarded through 24 grant
éz opportunities

MRFF Financial Assistance Report (May 2023) MRFF Coronavirus Research e
Response Report (May 2023 with sl funded rces

* MREFF financial assistance consistency with 2020-2022 priorities P port (May ) EEg et

* Funded rates

the first Australian-made

* MRFF policies, performance and assurance activities | sttt
* MRFF highlights and research snapshots...and more D) - oo s iving guicelines

new ways to vaccinate against,
diagnose and treat COVID-19

new ways to perform clinical trials

MRFF Report on Funding for Rural, Regional and Remote Health Research
(August 2023) So17

*  MRFF investment into RRR focused 2018

projects has increased since inception 2019
e Arural focus has been embedded in a

number of grant opportunities

(through streams and eligibility criteria) 2021
* Increased funds have been awarded to  ,4,,

projects that are undertaken in rural

MRFF Report on Gender Data
1L for Grant Opportunities
(August 2023)

* Overall MRFF funded rates for
women and men are similar,
for both leading Chief

2020

areas, and to projects that address 0 5101520253035 0 30 60 90 120 150 Investigators (20.3% for women
health topics of significance to rural Number funded® Total funding received, $, millions and 21.5% for men) and all

. H 1 o)
areas Of AUStralla a The total for 2019 includes the 2018 Rural, Regional and Remote Clinical Trial Enabling Infrastructure grant Chlef InveStlgato rs (25'7A) for

opportunity ($124.4 million awarded). women an d 25 7% fo rme n)

b The dataset for 2022 is not yet complete and does not include data for grant opportunities that opened in 2022
and for which outcomes are not yet available or have not been announced.
¢ The number of projects funded includes grants with payments that commenced before or on 30 December 2022,
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The MRFF makes significant investments across all broad research areas

Number of grant

Broad research area TR S G ] Funded grants Funding % of Funding
Basic Science 18 40 $64,716,158.04 13.3%
Clinical Medicine and Science 23 136 $277,096,247.86 56.8%
Health Services Research 18 64 $92,819,599.82 19.0%
Public Health 17 35 $53,516,135.56 11.0%

MRFF funded rates are above 30% (on average)

Number of
Broad research area . Funded grants Funded rate
applications
Basic Science 124 40 32.2%
Clinical Medicine and Science 424 136 32.1%
Health Services Research 179 64 35.8%
Public Health 95 35 36.8%

MRFF funded rates for women and men researchers are comparable

Number of Cls in Number of Cls in funded
Gender .. Funded rate
applications grants
Women 4415 1517 34.4%
All Chief Investigators (Cls)
Men 5116 1591 31.1%
Women 457 143 31.3%
Lead Investigator (CIA)
Men 564 156 27.7%

Data range: The report presents the financial assistance provided from the MRFF Special Account for the period when the
Australian Medical Research and Innovation Priorities 2020—-2022 (2020—2022 Priorities) were in force; from 7 November 2020
to 5 November 2022.

Scientific articles of research supported by
MRFF have higher impact than the global
average

"\
Proportion of Top 1% of documents
0% 1%
A°"pybiications witn 1 ARy
research supported by MRFF Global . - .
average W w | 4
Category Normalized Citation Impact -
a measure of impact of publications with MRFF support
33 98
2 Publications 0 A .\
with research Global ' . .
supported by MRFF average \' Il 4
. v
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FAR - Success rates through the Clinical Trials Activity Initiative ‘et

Table G Funded rates of MRFF grant opportunities

MREFF initiative Grant opportunity Applications | Applications funded | Funded rate
2021 Clinical Trials Activity 105 31 29.5%
2021 Innovative Therapies for Mental lliness 16 7 43.8%
2021 International Clinical Trial Collaborations (Round 21.1) 24 4 16.7%
Clinical Trials Activity 2021 International Clinical Trial Collaborations (Round 21.2) 24 3 12.5%
2021 Rare Cancers, Rare Diseases and Unmet Need 97 29 29.9%
2022 International Clinical Trial Collaborations (Round 22.1) 20 3 15%
2022 International Clinical Trial Collaborations (Round 22.2) No outcome available at the time this report was written.
Clinical Trials Activity and Emerging Priorities and 2022 Multiple Sclerosis Research No outcome available at the time this report was written.

Consumer-Driven Research 2022 Pancreatic Cancer Research 9 4 44.4%
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Enabling clinical trials research

Clinical tnals are an essential component of health and medical research, playing an
important role in validating new treatments and approaches for the prevention, management,

detection, and diagnosis of health conditions.

Through a range of its initiatives, the MEFF has funded Australian clinical trials across many
different health conditions. MRFF-funded projects bring researchers, medical specialists,
and patients together to promote clinical innovation, improve patient outcomes and support
jobs and economic growth of the health and medical research sector.

under C

1 9 grant

opportunities

==

=

Clinical trials —

nical Trials Activity initiative

161

of grants

$300,155,728.36

value of grants

Clinical trials —
outside Clinical Trnals Activity initiative

63 ..t 161
e B

opportunities
@ $511,071,617.41
value of grants

==

The MRFF Clinical Trials Activity initiative dedicates funding for clinical trials including:

grant opportunities which have funded
Australian clinical trials in rare cancers,
rare diseases, and areas of unmet need
— targeted funding has been provided in
areas such as childhood brain cancers,
neurodegenerative ®

diseases, low survival S
cancers and diseases, g }’ ‘
reproductive cancers,

and COVID-19 A

International Clinical
Trial Collaboration
grant opportunities
which allow
Australian
researchers o
participate in and/or
lead an international
clinical trial

the 2021 Innovative
Therapies in Mental
Therapies grant
opportunity which
supported trials
assessing the safety and

e efficacy of new therapies
for treatment resistant
mental illness.

Clinical trials research is also supported through several other MRFF initiatives including:

* Research Missions .

’-:u[l * Clinician Researchers .
_— + Early to Mid-Career Researchers .

« Emerging Priorities and .

@ Consumer-Driven Research .

+ Frontier Health and Medical Research

Examples include:

Mission grant opportunities have
funded new clinical trials in
cardiovascular health, dementia,
ageing and aged care, genomics,
mental health, stem cells therapies,
traumatic brain injury, Indigenous
health research and brain cancer

the 2019 Rural, Regional and
Remote Clinical Trial Enabling

Infrastructure grant

opportunity invested 5124 .4

million so that patients can
access clinical tnals where
they live

Global Health

Indigenous Heath Research Fund
Mational Critical Research Infrastructure
Preventative and Public Health

Primary Health Care Research

Emerging Priorities and
Consumer-Driven Research
grant opportunities have
supported clinical trials in a range
of areas including endometriosis,
medicinal cannabis, and lung
cancer genomics.



Evaluation of MRFF-funded Clinical Trials

* The Department engaged the Institute for Evidence-Based Healthcare
(IEBH) at Bond University to evaluate the MRFF Clinical Trial Activity
initiative and other MRFF-funded clinical trials

* Key findings include:

Study Design And Quality
Characteristics

MRFF-funded trials are comparable or
better in design and quality to other
national and international funders

16% of MRFF trials aim to recruit
>1000 participants, more than
NHMRC, NIH and CIHR

43% of MRFF trials were part of a
clinical trial network, compared to
NHMRC (40%)

Progress Towards Measures Of
Success And Impact

Increased research into unmet need,
particularly in rare cancers

Allowed more Australians access to
clinical trials

Significant involvement of
professional organisations, industry
and consumers in trials to enhance
research translation

Medical Research
Future Fund

*L

EVALUATION OF THE MEDICAL
RESEARCH FUTURE FUND (MRFF)
CLINICAL TRIALS ACTIVITY
FINAL REPORT
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Which of these groups were involved in the trial in some way?

O MRFF EONHMRC

Unsure :l

Academics (locally-based)

Clinicians

| 204

| 68

| 179

Patients/Consumers/Carers (i.e.

| 60

| 122

Academics (internationally-based)

Professional or Peak Associations/Organisations/Bodies

Non-overnment organisation 13

Industry 3 | >3
Policy makers | 48| 20
. . . 17
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander people and/or communities 6

=
>

The public (i.e. no lived experience)

Other (please specify)

0

X

20%

40%

Significant involvement of clinicians,
consumers, professional organisations,
NGOs and industry in trials to enhance
research translation

60% 80% 100%

Grantees of clinical trials funded by the MRFF or the NHMRC Clinical Trials and Cohort Studies scheme were asked “Which of these groups were involved in the trial in some way?” Source:
Evaluation of the MRFF Clinical Trials Activity Initiative Final Report - Appendix, Institute for Evidence-Based Healthcare, Bond University.
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Does your trial include participants from any of the following populations

O MRFF EONHMRC

People who live in other countries 21 1
People who may be involved in illegal activities i ifi i i i
le who may be involved in illegal L3 . Significant involvement of priorit
45 populations such as regional, rural and
People with cognitive impairment, intellectual disability, or mental illness . .
| 17 remote Australians, CALD and First
People highly dependent on medical care who may not be able to give consent E_Izslo Natlons people
: N | 41
People in dependent or unequal relationships p
Regional, rural, remote Australians | 29 | 114
. . . | 102
Culturally and Linguis'.ically diverse populations | T
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander people | 3 | 80
Children/young people | 46
| 26
Women who are pregnant and the developing foetus] 19 | 17
0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

Grantees of clinical trials funded by the MRFF or the NHMRC Clinical Trials and Cohort Studies scheme were asked the question: “Does your trial include participants from any of the
following [vulnerable] populations? Source: Evaluation of the MRFF Clinical Trials Activity Initiative Final Report - Appendix, Institute for Evidence-Based Healthcare, Bond University.
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Keep connected ‘e

] )

Subscribe to
MRFF News

Nominate for an
MRFF Grant
Assessment

Committee (GAC)

Register for Follow Health Send any questions
MRFF grants Twitter for MRFF to

opportunities updates
MRFF@health.gov.au

https://www.health.gov.au/

https://www.grants.gov.au/ @healthgovau

initiatives-and- #MRFF
programs/medical-

research-future-fund/mrff-

news

https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/
2021-22-medical-

research-future-fund-mrff-
grant-opportunities
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